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Preteens enter the workforce,
beat out all competition
By : Kanav Dwevedi

‘Children between the ages of 6 and 14 are a per-
fectly exploitable demographic. In fact, it’s much 
easier to milk money out of parents when you use 
their children as a proxy.’ Mr X is a senior execu-
tive at AdolescentLabour Inc., a global leader in the 
rising EduTech industry. In light of the expanding 
cultural impact of his company, Mr X kindly agreed 
to an interview.
‘They read our name and think it’s about the chil-
dren. It’s never about the children.’ AdolescentLa-
bour offers a variety of programs to make sure a 
child has every possible skill required for future 
success.
‘We accept them as early as 6 months. We have 
cutting edge incubation facilities to prevent holis-
tic development.’ Amongst the plethora of services 
they offer, their most sought after programme — 
and the most controversial — is ‘Crib Coding’.
‘We wanted to be the next overpriced fad skill for 
Indian Parents. Lots of people made money by 
promising admittance into prestigious institu-
tions. We bypassed them. Them, and the schools, 
and the universities. Now we have more than all 
of them combined. After all, it’s Computer Science 
everyone’s really after.’ It’s common knowledge 
that good parents never let children waste their 
time. Instead, they spend large amounts of money 
having them learn ‘life skills’.
‘Coding isn’t a life skill.’ explains Mr X, ‘It’s like 
accounting. Someone ought to know it, but most 
people can live without being an accountant. But 
parents pay for anything if you pretend that it’s 
enriching and stuff. This is why no one’s excited 
about accountants. No marketing talent!’ Pre-
teens from the program have experienced unlim-
ited success in the job market and will soon sup-
plant traditional engineers. Coincidentally, their 
claims about placements have been the subject of 
the greatest amount of controversy for the folks 
at AdolescentLabour.
‘Of course Google hires 12 year-olds.’ Mr X quite 
adamantly dismissed any contentions on the mat-
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ter, ‘Our students have received multiple extraor-
dinary offers. Sometimes the same student. On 
the same day. Yes, indeed. No, you may not meet 
these students or their families. For privacy rea-
sons.’ Another point of controversy was the wider 
applicability of the methods being taught since 
traditional methods can hardly substitute for their 
extensive facilities.
‘Puff up the Scratch interface with copy-pasted 
Java, et voilà! You have a perfect environment to 
implement ML techniques. What did you expect? 
Are we going to teach these twerps typing now? 
We’d be here all day! Let them drag and drop co-
loured boxes.’ Yet another contention is their out-
reach program for potential customers, which has 
been described by some to be ‘aggressive’.

‘If they didn’t want us to hound them for their mon-
ey, they shouldn’t have given us their contacts. If 
they aren’t getting several messages and emails 
and calls a day, then I have idle interns. I dislike 
idle interns.’ But the greatest concern by far has 
been about the effect of their enterprise on a 
child’s development. According to many, using up 
childhood as an investment for ‘unlikely eventual-
ities of success’ might lead to ‘a lack of character 
and meaning in the child’s life’. Mr X readily cut 
through the sentimentality.
‘It’s all fluff. People espouse this and that but we 
wouldn’t be here if they weren’t willing to pay. In 
the end, all that matters is what you think certain 
things are worth.’  Indeed.

By: Devang
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By: Yash Sethia

Armenia vs Azerbaijan:
A glimpse of the future ?

If you’ve been following the news, you would 
have heard about the simmering, decades-long 
conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
which has erupted into violent hostilities. Es-
sentially neglected by Indian media, this event, 
however, holds far greater relevance for India 
and Indian diplomacy than acknowledged. Not 
in the least for bearing striking resemblance to 
events closer home. 

On one hand, there exists the region of Na-
gorno-Karabakh in the Soviet Union of the 
1980s, which despite having an ethnic Arme-
nian majority was governed by Azerbaijan. 

Peace largely prevailed despite minor con-
flicts being commonplace between the Arme-
nians and Azerbaijanis. However, following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the parlia-
ment of the enclave voted for unification 
with Armenia in accordance with the results 
of a referendum boycotted by the Azerbaijani 
population. A war broke out between the two 
nations in 1992, which came to a halt only af-
ter a Russian brokered ceasefire. But by this 
time, Armenia already controlled most of the 
enclave and its surrounding territories. On 
the other hand, there was the Hindu ruled 
Muslim majority princely state of Jammu and 
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Kashmir in the 1940s. Following the partition, 
the issue of accession led to riots breaking 
out in several major cities of J&K. In order to 
force the king to accede to Pakistan, rebels in 
Poonch recruited Paksitani tribal militias to 
invade Kashmir. Unable to defend his state, 
the king hastily acceded to the Indian Union 
in exchange for protection. Pakistan immedi-
ately contested the accession arguing that the 
king acted in duress. The conflict has since 
already led to 3 wars between India and Pa-
kistan. Over the years many international or-
ganizations, countries, and mediation groups 
have repeatedly tried and disastrously failed 
to chalk up an acceptable and peaceful reso-
lution for both the conflicts.

A new round of hostilities flared up on the 
largely inactive border of Karabakh on the 
27th of September due to repeated ceasefire 
violations by both nations. The conflict has un-
fortunately spilled out of the disputed region 
with confirmed civilian casualties. Azerbaijani 
drones have been flying within 20 miles of Ye-
revan, Armenia’s capital and Armenia has con-
ducted airstrikes on an Azerbaijani military 
base in Ganja. For the Armenians, the war is 
an attack on their sovereignty while for Azer-
baijan, a fight against “historical injustices” 
and for territorial pride. The conflict, however, 
is starting to delve into a proxy war between 
Turkey and other power players in the region, 
with threats and rhetoric coming from third 
parties. This delicate situation can take a turn 
for the worse, with Azerbaijan supported by 
Turkey threatening a physical invasion of Ar-
menia. This would force treaty-bound Russia 
to come to Armenia’s defense against Turkey 
and its affiliate groups and Azerbaijan. 

Just as in Karabakh, the Indo-Pak conflict 
has caused numerous wars resulting in hun-
dreds of civilian and military casualties with 
no resolution in sight. With Chinese interests 
in PoK through the CPEC, American interests 

in the Indo-Pacific and Russian commercial 
interests, the conflict is slowly delving into a 
proxy war. China’s unconditional love for Pa-
kistan became quite evident. when it blocked 
India’s move to declare the mastermind of the 
2001 attack on the Parliament and the 2019 
attack in Pulwama, Masood Azhar a global ter-
rorist. While India is the only hope of the Unit-
ed States to reduce Chinese influence in the 
subcontinent, a war now would simply mean 
mass destruction for both the countries. Even 
though the conflict has not spilled out of Kash-
mir and areas of Punjab, however ceasefire vi-
olations are so common that even the media 
has stopped reporting them. Warmongering 
by the media on both sides has halted civilian 
cooperation and further limited avenues for 
cooperation.

An article published by the New York Times 
showed how a 19-year-old Armenian boy was 
forced to take shelter in the basement of a 
hospital to escape Azerbaijani drones buzzing 
overhead. Armenia and Azerbaijan present a 
perfect example of how ugly things could be-
come for India and Pakistan. It is a wake-up 
call for all of us to realize the gravitas of war 
and think twice before talking about it.

By: Omkar
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